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Darbepoetin 

Indication Weight Dose 
Level 0 
(Starting 
Dose) 

Dose Decrease Dose Increase 

Dose 
level -1  

Dose 
level -2 

Dose 
level +1 

Dose 
level +2 

Adjunctive 
agent 

Notes  

MDS ≥ 60 kg  
(or flat 
dose)  

300 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

200 mcg 
every 2 
weeks  

150 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

400 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

500 mcg 
every 2 
weeks  

By week 12 if 
no response, 
contact 
provider to 
add GCSF 
300 mcg 1-3x 
per week  

By week 16 if 
no increase in 
Hgb by 1.5 or 
reach target of 
10-12 g/dL or 
decrease in 
transfusion 
needs 
discontinue  

< 60 kg 200 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

150 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

100 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

300 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

400 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

Chemo 
induced 

≥ 60 kg  
(or flat 
dose)  

300 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

200 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

150 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

400 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

  
By week 8 if no 
improvement in 
Hgb, maintain 
lowest dose to 
avoid 
transfusions, if 
no 
improvement in 
transfusion 
requirements 
discontinue  

< 60 kg 200 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

150 mcg 
every 2 
weeks  

100 mcg 
every 2 
weeks 

300 mcg 
every 2 
weeks  

  

CKD (no 
HD)  

≥ 60 kg  
(or flat 
dose)  

40 mcg 
every 4 
weeks 

25 mcg 
every 4 
weeks 

20 mcg 
every 4 
weeks 

60 mcg 
every 4 
weeks  

80 mcg 
every 4 
weeks 

 
By week 12 if 
no 
improvement in 
Hgb, maintain 
lowest dose to 
avoid 
transfusions, if 
no 
improvement in 
transfusion 
requirements 
discontinue 

< 60 kg 25 mcg 
every 4 
weeks 

20 mcg 
every 4 
weeks 

12.5 mcg 
every 4 
weeks  

40 mcg 
every 4 
weeks 

60 mcg 
every 4 
weeks 
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